THE GOLDEN LOTUS	137
and in the whirlwind some of the marshals of the host of
angels.
"In this house of Hsi-men," said the priest, "a woman, Li,
is ill. She has appealed to me. I bid you, bring the guardian
of the soil and the six tutelaries of this household. Bring them
that I may examine them and learn the reason for this illness.
Go then, forthwith, and delay not."
The priest closed his eyes. His colour changed and he sat
stiffly upright. He put his hands on the table and hammered
with a piece of wood as a judge does when he tries a case. This
he did for a long time. Then he came out. Hsi-m6n Ch'ing
invited him to go to the outer court and tell what he had seen
in his vision.	*
"This woman," the priest said, "is suffering the punish-
ment that has been due to her for several generations. She has
been accused in Hades and there is no devil's work here. I
can do nothing."
"Master Priest," Hsi-men Ch'ing said, "is there no
sacrifice that you can offer?"
"Hatred and debt," said the priest, "always find their
quarry. Even the officers of Hades themselves could do
nothing." But when he saw how very much in earnest Hsi-men
Ch'ing was, he said: "How old is the lady?" Hsi-m£n told
him she was twenty-seven. "Well," said the priest, "I will
offer sacrifice to the star of her life, and we shall see the
manner of its burning." Hsi-m£n Ch'ing asked when he
would do so and what he would need.
"To-night, at the third night-watch," the priest said- "I
shall need some white powder to mark the boundary. I shall
make an altar and cover it with yellow silk, Then I shall arrange
the stars according to their order and make an offering of five
kinds of grain and soup and dates. I shall need neither meat
nor wine. I shall need a lamp to represent the light of her life,
and twenty-seven lanterns. I shall require an umbrella to
cover the lanterns. That is all. You must fast, put on black
clothes and come here to make your obeisance. I will offer
the sacrifice. See that dogs and chickens are kept away, for I
do not wish to be disturbed."
Hsi-men went at once to get everything ready. He went to
his study, bathed, and changed into clean clothes. He asked
vol. in.	*

